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WE WON! For a GOLD level service, 
contact our Witney office on 

01993 708638   
witney@martinco.com

Blog: www.witneypropertynews.com

On front 

cover: images by some

of the children of Holy

Trinity junior church.

Dear readers,

As many a Christmas song reminds us, Christmas is a magical

time, but most particularly for children. So it is appropriate that

this issue of Witney Way takes for its theme children and young

people. Alongside reports from some of our parish schools and

junior churches, David Exham explains the role of Foundation

Governors. I have been privileged to observe schoolchildren

deeply engaged in Godly Play sessions, and so enjoyed reading

Sam Mather’s article about Godly play training. I am sure school

classes will be as engaged by the ‘Experience Christmas’ sessions

at High Street Methodist Church – why not take up their invitation

to visit ‘Experience Christmas’ over the Christmas holidays? An

interesting piece about the wide-ranging work of the education

department at Christ Church Cathedral, and the amazing range of

support offered by Base 33 to young people in West Oxfordshire

complete this varied issue. 

Whether you are younger, or older, I wish you a very Happy

Christmas, and a Peaceful 2017.

Ruth Sheppard, co-editor
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What you become is your gift to God

Once again we begin a new Church year as we mark Advent – the

time of longing for the coming of Jesus. This looks back to the story

of expectation for the birth of Jesus. It looks in to the reality of the

coming of Jesus in the crib of the altar in the sacrament. It looks

forward to the end times, when Jesus will come again in glory.

In the parish we are also at a point of looking back – another

year passes; and once again we find ourselves in times of change

and development as Neil has announced he will be leaving us in

the new year. We look in to the reality of what Jesus is doing

among us and within us. And we look forward to the gift of a new

year and to all the potential that lies ahead.

As we do so, I invite you to spend time reflecting on these

words by Hans Urs Von Balthasar, a modern theologian: ‘What

you are is God’s gift to you, what you become is your gift to God.’

What better time than to explore the theme of gift in our lives.

The gift that God has given to us by our very existence, the gift of

Jesus Christ to the world, the gift we can become to God. It’s a

theme that is powerfully explored in poetry. Many of us will be

familiar with Rossetti’s ‘What can I give him?’ Perhaps fewer of us

will know Gift by R. S. Thomas: 

Some ask for the world and are diminished

in the receiving of it. You gave me

only this small pool that the more I drink

from, the more overflows me with sourceless

light.

This Advent, don’t get sucked into the world.

Instead, try to find time to sit and drink at the pool

of living water (Ps 1.3) and reflect both on the gift

that you have been given, and the gift you can

become. That, as you come to Christmas, may you

come to know the overflowing sourceless light.

Love and prayers,

Toby Wright

Team Rector

(GFreihalter)
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Experience Christmas

For several years now a team at High Street Methodist Church has

invited school classes to come and learn about the festivals that are

celebrated in the Christian calendar using the interactive resources

produced by the Diocese of Gloucester. In the last couple of years

the number of classes has grown with more schools joining the list

attending each year. Therefore, the team needed to grow and so

members of the Witney Parish jumped in to take part.

The resources are about enabling the children to “Experience”

the festivals of Harvest, Christmas, Easter and Pentecost. This is a

multi-sensory experience where each of the five stations has part

of the story to hear and ponder on, items to look at and touch,

often there are the aromas of the story, for instance fresh bread or

frankincense, and sometimes food and drink to taste. The children

are invited to respond through creating various items, offering

prayers, lighting candles and using their imagination. With the

variety of tasks there is something for every learning style and the

feedback from the children and school adults is often very positive. 

As you read we will be in the process of offering Experience

Christmas to year 3 children. The stations for this festival are:

The Preparation – we explore the advent candles lighting the
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appropriate number and thinking about preparing our homes and

hearts for Jesus’s coming.

The Announcement – introducing Mary and the courage she

needs to be the mother of God.

Promises – learning about the prophecies and stars that led the

wise men to journey so far to find the promised King of the Jews.

Thinking about the gifts they brought and what we might offer as

gifts to baby Jesus.

Journey – the journey to Bethlehem was a long and difficult

journey which we explore by travelling Mary and Joseph to

Bethlehem on a map.

The Message – we gather with the sheep as shepherds to hear

the Message of peace the angels brought as they told of Jesus’

birth. The children prepare their own Christmas messages to take

home.

The Gift – finally the whole class gathers around the manger

and imagine ourselves in a smelly stable. We marvel at the gift of

Jesus to the world and the children present their own gifts to Jesus.

When the classes are not visiting the worship area is open to

any who wish to come and explore the stations. Please do take

the chance over the Christmas holidays to visit as they will remain

in place till early January.

Using these resources gives us a great opportunity to both

support the schools in delivering their curriculum and to enable

the children to explore parts of God’s story and the story of the

Church that they may never have heard before. It is an enjoyable

experience for both the children and adults coming along from

school and those volunteers from the various Churches working

together and having the opportunity to share what is important for

them in the festivals we celebrate. What a great privilege to speak

of our God to those who have not yet had chance to hear. We are

always looking for new volunteers to join the team to ensure this

work is sustainable over the coming years. They are very easy,

usable resources to use with the children and the team work

together to support one another in the presentation. 

If you are interested to find out more please do contact Deacon

Ellie Griffin and come to see for yourself. deaconellie@gmail.com
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Secondhand Cycles For Sale
Fully seviced – to suit 3 years to adult –

£20–£40 

All proceeds to Hailey Church and School

Lightweight Wheelchair For

Sale £25, proceeds to St Mary’s

Contact Alan Bailey 01993 704271
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A Busy Start to the Year at The Batt

The children have enjoyed a busy and varied start to the year at

The Batt School. The staff have worked hard to capture the

children’s imaginations with the new topics since September. As

well as having visitors in to school to share their experiences with

the children on a variety of topics including local history,

pilgrimage and Viking invaders, most classes have been on trips

out of school to enhance their work in classrooms.

Trips have included a muddy visit to Hill End Outdoor Learning

Centre, Junior Citizen where the children learnt about keeping safe

and emergency procedures, St Mary’s Church and Sulgrave Manor

which involved the children dressing up as Tudors and learning

about the Tudor way of life.

Our Year Two children had a long trip to London to find out

more about the Great Fire of London. 350 years and one month

after the fire destroyed 80% of the buildings in London they braved

a coach journey to the capital, visited the tomb of Sir Christopher

Wren in the crypt of St Paul's Cathedral and

went on to enjoy the ‘Fire Fire’ exhibition at

the Museum of London. The children were

amazed at the size of the fire hooks that had

been used to pull buildings down to create

fire breaks and enjoyed dressing up in period

costume. A huge video wall gave a realistic

impression of a city engulfed by fire and a

giant loaf of bread chronicled the spread of

the fire from the unfortunate Thomas

Farriner's oven. The journey home was

enlivened with a sightseeing tour of the

capital allowing the children to see the

London Eye, the Palace of Westminster, Big

Ben and Buckingham Palace. The children

were fantastic throughout!

A group of sixty very excited Year Six

children, all dressed in wartime clothing and

carrying rationed packed lunches, set off for

a day packed with activities at the Steam
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Museum. They heard from volunteers who had lived through the

war and the children were able to gain a fascinating insight about

life in those frightening times. 

The children were packed into a train carriage and imagined

that they were being evacuated to the country. On arrival at their

destination, they were selected by ‘strangers,’ (Batt School staff

dressed in various costumes) who reluctantly took them on!

They were able to see the workings of a real steam train and

enjoyed finding out that the fireman often cooked bacon and eggs

on the hot shovel used for the coal. 

The highlight of the day for most children was sitting in an air-

raid shelter and experiencing an air-raid. They soon realised that

a night spent in a small cramped space with no toilet facilities

would not have been much fun. 

The whole experience added a real depth of understanding

about life in those times and following the trip, children created

some amazing projects about life in World War Two.

Chris Payne, headteacher
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Base 33

Base 33 Youth Charity has been working in Witney and West

Oxfordshire for over 17 years. 

We provide intensive support to young people aged 13–24,

many of whom are experiencing complex issues, most often

derived from family breakdown or through addiction to drugs or

alcohol, exclusion from or non-attendance at school,

unemployment, homelessness or teenage pregnancy, most

recently and growing being bullied, especially cyber bullying. 

We are often the first point of contact for young people who

have nowhere else to go and no one else to turn to for help and

guidance in a safe and enabling environment.

Our approach over the years has had a real impact on the

community in and around West Oxfordshire. Each year we engage

with approximately 1,500 YP through a range of youth work

interventions, detached, outreach and building based.

Out recent summer programme was full of fun and adventure

as the young people experienced camping, kayaking, rock

climbing, building friendships based on trust and respect. 

As informal educators we enable young people to develop

their personal, social and political understanding in order to

support and encourage them to have the best possible chances to

achieve the best outcomes and to be able to inform and influence

others through shaping their social leaning based on the following: 

• Participation and active involvement of young people in all that

we provide.

• Respecting and responding to equity, diversity and inclusion.

• Developing a partnership with young people and other

stakeholders. 
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• Enabling young people to understand their personal, social and

political environment.

At the core of our approach lies a philosophy we call ‘Advantaged

Thinking’. 

Too many young people are currently seen through the lens of

their disadvantage, a deficit model. They are labeled by what they

are ‘not’ and seen as ‘problems’ to be solved or ‘victims’ in need

of charity. This leads to the creation of safety net services that too

often end up trapping young people, at best enabling them to

‘survive’ or ‘cope’ rather than providing a positive springboard that

will lead to sustainable, long term change. 

‘Disadvantaged Thinking’ seeks to limit risk and prevent harm

rather than looking for breakthroughs and challenging young

people to create their own solutions. ‘Disadvantaged Thinking’ is

wasteful because it creates dependency and inhibits staff from

using their own talents to unlock the potential of the young people

with whom they work. 

Advantaged Thinking is about using the advantages we possess

as humans – our assets, talents, resources and abilities – to create

the conditions for a society in which every young person can

thrive. Advantaged Thinking provides an alternative to the usual

narrative of ‘deficits’, ‘needs’ and ‘support’. Advantaged Thinkers

focus on assets and goals and creating the resources young people

need to create a better future for themselves. 

As a small local charity we need to raise our operating costs of

around £90k per annum if we are going to be able to continue to

provide our service to the young people of Witney and West

Oxfordshire, your support is greatly appreciated.  

Wendy Dawson, Chief Executive  
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Some of our natural

objects (People of God

GP figures, bark leaves,

shells, leather scraps,

cork tops, pine cones

and sea pebbles) and

one of a typical Sun-

day morning set up,

with GP Holy Family

figures and candle,

which forms our focal

point during our time

together. We sit in front

of this in a circle when-

ever we are doing

something together

such as greeting, story,

snacks etc.

St Mary’s Junior Church

St Mary’s Junior Church sessions are inspired by the principles of

Godly Play, an approach to children’s spirituality which fosters

exploration and freedom of thought and activity. We have a super

team of helpers who encourage children in their lives of faith

through story-telling, prayer and activities. 

We begin each session with a liturgical greeting, general

welcome and short prayer about the week past and that which lies

ahead. We then enjoy a story, often the gospel of the day, but

sometimes following themes such as stories from the Old

testament. We tell our stories in a very visual way, using wooden

figures, for instance, or telling the story through actions. As part

of this we enjoy some 'wondering’ about the story - what we liked,

what we thought was important, who we would choose to be in

the story etc. The children are then invited to explore the story

further through a range of activities which might include craft,

colouring, play dough, baskets of natural objects such as shells,

pebbles and wooden figures, building blocks and books. The

children wander freely between these options and are encouraged

to join in the task of clearing up afterwards, which they do very

well. We then gather once more for a snack and prayer before

heading back into church to join the rest of the congregation. 

Junior Church meets every week during term time and

welcomes children ideally from their pre-school year up to the

age of seven. Sally Wright
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Godly Play

In March 2015 I attended Godly Play training at High Street Methodist

Church. Little did I know that I would never be the same again. Over

the three days of the course we were all to deepen our insights about

Godly Play through first-hand experience, and discern its role in our

professional and personal lives. Rebecca Nye and Sue North-Combes,

the trainers for the course, had a wonderful gift for enabling us to spend

three days in a Godly Play ‘bubble’, where we could fully immerse

ourselves in this environment.

The general outline of a Godly Play session, whereby participants

are welcomed and prepared for storytelling, offered wondering time,

followed by free choice response time before a time of thanksgiving

and then being blessed and sent out, provided a wonderful model of

slowing down in our busy lives just to be still. 

From an education background, I was very interested in the ethos of

using Montessori methods in the response time. The wonderful collection

of natural materials, construction, clay/modelling, paints etc was very

appealing. The chance for participants to choose how to use that time,

drawing, reading, building, playing with the story materials or just resting,

was really inspiring. This ethos is part of what we have enjoyed in St Mary’s

Junior church too – after sharing the story and the wondering, everybody is

encouraged to use the response time in the way that they feel most happy.

Godly Play training has left me with a very strong sense of the

importance of play in all of our lives, whatever our age. Also, that there is

great value in letting the stories speak for themselves to everyone, that God

is in all the wondering, all the time. The child who plays with the sand

bag after hearing a sacred story, the parent who has 5 minutes to just be

still while their child plays contendedly with playdough or building bricks,

the helper who finds something in the wondering which surprised them,

each has enjoyed an important time in Godly Play. The child who has said

nothing but who has been wondering vividly in their mind as well as the

lively child who chatters away and finds their wondering through lots of

interaction – both are experiencing the rich gifts of Godly Play. Actually,

when we do less and allow the space to be, to wonder, explore, reflect,

then the mystery unfolds. I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to

have taken part and would encourage you to explore the world of Godly

Play too. Sam Mather
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Could you become 

a Foundation Governor?

The parish has three schools: the Batt Primary School, St Mary’s

Infant School, and Hailey Primary School. Between them they

need about 14 Foundation Governors, that is Governors who have

a special responsibility for the Christian ethos of the schools. 

The last few years have seen major changes in the way schools

are organised and governed, including the introduction of

academies, free schools, and multi-academy trusts. In the past the

Batt School was a Voluntary Aided school, and St Mary’s Infant

School and Hailey School were Voluntary Controlled schools, all

under the authority of Oxfordshire County Council. As an aided

school, the Batt employed its own staff, and was responsible for its

own admissions; in return, the school was responsible for finding

10% of any capital expenditure. For St Mary’s and Hailey, the County

Council were the employer and the admissions authority, but the

County Council funded all capital development. However, the

squeeze on local authority finances, and the withdrawal of a number

of services that the local authority had traditionally provided—even

though schools had to pay—have meant that schools have had to

look at different approaches. Over the last year first the Batt and then

St Mary’s have converted to be academies, and have become part of

the multi- academy trust that the Oxford Diocesan Board of

Education has set up, the Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust (ODST).

Legally, this means that the ODST Board of Directors is responsible

for all its schools—currently there are 18 schools in the family, spread

over Oxfordshire and Berkshire—and is the employer of all staff.

However, the Trust devolves responsibility to the individual schools’

governing bodies, now called Local Governing Bodies (LGBs). 

Has this made a difference to being a governor at the Batt or

St Mary’s? Briefly, yes, but not as great a difference as you might

imagine. As governors we are aware that behind us stands a well-

resourced Trust, staffed with effective and knowledgeable people,

who provide support and monitor what we do. It would be

difficult to be allowed to go completely off the rails. On the other

hand, nearly all the tasks we used to perform we still do, and we
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still carry out the primary roles of governors:

• We set the vision, aims and objectives of the school. These must

be in line with those of ODST. 

• We set the policies for achieving these aims and objectives. The

Trust provides very helpful model documents.

• We set the targets for achieving those aims and objectives.

• We monitor and evaluate the progress that the school and its

children are making.

• We offer the headteacher support and challenge: we act as a

critical friend.

There are different categories of governors: staff governors, elected

by the staff and in ODST schools approved by them; parent

governors, elected by the parents; community or co-opted governors,

selected by the LGB for particular skills they can bring, and in ODST

schools approved by them; and foundation governors, proposed by

the Rector and approved by the Diocese or ODST.

All governors share collective responsibility, and all must agree to

support the school’s ethos. Foundation governors, though, have a

particular responsibility for the Christian life of the school, and in most

cases are churchgoers, though not necessarily Church of England.

It is a challenging and responsible role. Governors can expect to

attend about 8–10 meetings a year, usually sitting on one of the

subcommittees, which deal with Finance, Premises, Teaching and

Learning etc. In addition they may well take responsibility for an

aspect of the school: safeguarding, learning needs, a particular

subject and so on. In addition, they will almost certainly visit the

school at least a couple of times a term.

If you think you might be interested talk to Toby or one of the

chairs of governors of the school. LGBs have a responsibility to

ensure that among the governors are all the skills needed—

finance, buildings, human resources, education etc—and this

must be thought about before inviting someone to become a

governor at their particular school. But there are vacancies quite

often in one of the schools, and if you have experience and skills

to offer, sometime, somewhere a fit will almost certainly be found. 

It’s hard work, but immensely satisfying to know that you are

making a real contribution to the development and wellbeing of

the children of our parish. David Exham
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Shukrananda Gant

Part-time Pastoral Assistant

Jonathan Brooks

LLM

Joanna Collicutt

Assistant Priest

Alastair Blaine

Curate

The Ministry Team

Toby Wright

Team Rector

Joy Hance

Associate Priest

Sally Wright

Associate Priest

Neil Traynor

Team Vicar

Nigel Chapelle

Parish Catechist

Advent Meditations

6.45pm

Mondays 5th, 12th, and 19th December

St John’s Hailey
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Christmas services

11 December 6pm Carol Service St John’s Curbridge

18 December 6pm Carol Service Holy Trinity

18 December 6pm Carol Service St John’s Hailey

Christmas Eve, Saturday 24 December

3pm Crib Service Sr Mary’s

6pm Carol Service St Mary’s

11.30pm Midnight Mass St Mary’s

11.30pm Midnight Mass St John’s Hailey

11.30pm Midnight Mass Holy Trinity

Christmas Day, Sunday 25 December

8.00am Holy Communion St Mary’s

9.15am Holy Communion Curbridge 

9.15am Holy Communion Hailey

10.45am Sung Eucharist St Mary’s

10.45am Sung Eucharist Holy Trinity

Contact the Parish of Witney
Team Rector Revd Toby Wright 704441 rector@witneyparish.org.uk

Team Vicar Revd Neil Traynor 705115 teamvicar@witneyparish.org.uk

Curate Revd Alastair Blaine 07855 797477 curate@witneyparish.org.uk

Associate Priest Revd Sally Wright 704441 sally-wright@btconnect.com

Associate Priest Revd Joy Hance 707935 joysmail@talk21.com

Parish Office St Mary’s, Church Green, 9am–12.30pm Monday–Friday

Parish Administrator Michelle Bailey-Wells 779492 wtparish@btinternet.com

Baptism Enquiries Esther Partridge 864926

Wedding Enquiries Revd Neil Traynor
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Sunday Services

8.00am Holy Communion St Mary’s

(followed by breakfast on 4th Sunday)

9.15am Holy Communion Curbridge 

9.15am Holy Communion Hailey

(occasionally Matins)

10.45am Sung Eucharist St Mary’s

(with Junior Church)

10.45am Sung Eucharist Holy Trinity

(with Sunday School)

6.00pm Evensong Hailey 

(first Sunday of the month)

Weekday Services

Mon–Sat 9.00am Morning Prayer St Mary’s 

5.30pm Evening Prayer St Mary’s

Tuesday 10.30am Holy Communion Holy Trinity

Wednesday 11.00am Holy Communion St Mary’s

Thursday 10.00am Holy Communion Hailey

These are the normal service times; please see the website and the weekly notice sheet 

for any changes or special events. 

Parish Church Wardens   Charlotte Tremain 705442, Josie Holmes 705215

Deputy Church Wardens

Curbridge Betty Hughes, Gary Mulligan

Hailey Robin Carr

Holy Trinity Sally Down, Lorna Whitehouse (filling in for Phil Platt)

St Mary’s David Taft, Claire Hermon

Find us online The Parish of Witney website: www.witneyparish.org.uk

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/pages/The-Parish-of-Witney/

The Witney Deanery website: www.witneydeanery.org

Diocese of Oxford website: www.oxford.anglican.org



18

What’s on in the Parish? 
St Mary’s choir, practice Sundays 9.45am, contact Francis Rumsey, 01993 779331.

Holy Trinity choir, practice Wednesdays 7.30pm, contact Paul Francis, 01235 848215.

Bell ringing at St Mary’s, practice night Tuesday 7.30–9.30pm. Ringing on 

Sunday, 9.45–10.45am. Contact Jeannie Tognola, 07721862103.

St Mary’s Junior Choir, keen young singers welcome, contact Sally Rumsey, 779331.

Holy Trinity House Groups meet fortnightly on Monday and Tuesday evening. For

information on the Monday group contact Sally Down and for the Tuesday

group contact Alan Gentry.

Book Circle meets third Tuesday of the month, 2.30pm, Winchester Room, St

Mary’s. Open to all. Contact Julia Collieu 702115 or Bridget Walton 702934.

Hailey Village Lunch, third Wednesday of the month, Hailey Village Hall. 

Hot Pot lunches for seniors, fourth Wednesday of the month. Contact Esther 

Partridge, 864926, for details.

Mothers’ Union, 2nd Wednesday of the month, 2pm, Winchester Room, 

St Mary’s. Corporate Communion is held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month

at 11am at St Mary’s. 

Acorns Toddler Group, Thursdays in termtime, 9.45–11.45am, Holy Trinity. A

welcoming toddler group for 0–5 year olds and their carers.

Late Spring Group, Second and fourth Thursdays of the month, 10.30am–1.30pm

in the Winchester Room, St Mary’s. A group for people who have been be-

reaved. Contact Parish Office or Age UK for information. 

Acoustic Room, Third Thursday of the month, 7.30pm, Winchester Room, St Mary’s.

£3, free for performers. For info contact Colin or Jean Greenway, 705026.

Witney Wider World, A group from across the parish concerned with peace and

justice issues. Involved with promoting our links with Sweden and India, and

support for our work with CMS and Us. Contact Martin Peirce.

Late Night Café and Street Pastors, weekends, 10.30pm prayer at St Mary’s,

11pm on the street. For information contact: Pastors coordinator Paul Graves.

Café coordinator Nick Hance.
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St Mary’s Infant School

As the new Headteacher of St Mary’s CE Infant School I have been

warmly welcomed into the St Mary's family and recognise what a

special place the school has at the heart of the Witney community. 

I am excited at the prospect of developing and shaping the

school as the team and I work together, with school families, to

ensure the best possible start in life for our children. I am also

delighted to be part of the Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust and

appreciate the support offered by working in partnership with

other Christian and community schools. 

Settling into St Mary's has been a joy and our term so far has

been packed with different opportunities and experiences. Our new

Reception class are proving to be an extremely inquisitive group.

The mantra ‘What are we learning today?’ is often heard as they

bound into the classroom. When exploring a

length of guttering and some vehicles, one

child commented, ‘Look, the higher the

guttering, the faster my car goes.’ An engineer

in the making!

This year we have introduced a daily

Reception finger workout through our ‘dough

disco’ programme that aims to develop fine

motor skills. A day that starts with a medley of

music and sees the children learning at the

same time is a bonus!

Our Year 1 pupils have been investigating

dinosaurs and celebrated Diwali with a dance

workshop whilst our Year 2 children have

explored the local environment, capturing

pictures on their iPads, have learnt about

Charles Early, owner of the famous Witney

blanket mill, and have had a Victorian dress up

day complete with chimney sweeps and

parlour maids. 

On Remembrance Day our children joined

Reverend Toby Wright and other members of the

Witney community for a service at the War
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Memorial. We sang ‘Peace, Perfect Peace’ and two children laid a

wreath on behalf of the school. It was a moment of reflection as we

thought of those who have lost their lives in conflicts and particularly

remembered those servicemen from our small school.

As we head towards the end of term we will be holding a

Christingle service in the church and holding our Nativity there

too. Should you wish to join us for either of these events we would

be delighted to welcome you. 

St Mary’s is a school that has served generations of families in

the parish and I look forward to meeting many of its members in

the coming months. It is my aim, that with the support of parents,

staff, governors and the Church we continue to build on the

school’s heritage whilst delivering a high-quality, broad, balanced

and enriched early years education. 

Sarah Grier, Headteacher

Nativity: Thursday 8 December at 10.30am or 6pm

Christingle Service: Friday 16 December at 9.30pm
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I’m a Street Pastor

If you read the article about the late-night café in the last issue,

you may remember that it mentioned street pastors. Perhaps you’re

wondering, ‘What’s a street pastor? What do they do?’ Well, l was

commissioned as a street pastor in October; so let me tell you a

little about the role, its origins, and my own personal experience

of this wonderful organisation.

Street pastors are trained volunteers from local churches who

care about their community. They patrol in teams of men and

women, usually 10pm–4am Friday and Saturday nights, to care for,

listen to and help people who are out on the streets. 

A street pastor is someone who is a Christian, and a member

of a local church; concerned for society and their local

community; and willing to engage with people, whatever their

perspective on life, and wherever they hang out; happy to work

in a team, and in collaboration with other agencies and projects,

both statutory and voluntary.

Street Pastors is an initiative of Ascension Trust and was pioneered

in London in 2003. On that first night, 18 volunteers took to the

streets of Brixton – 15 women and 3 men. There are now 11,000

trained street pastors, playing an active part in 270 towns and cities

around the UK. There is also Street Pastors’ teams overseas.

I started shadowing my fellow street pastors just over a year ago,

having previously been involved with the late-night café. At present,

there are 7 volunteers serving as street pastors in Witney, with a

number of others waiting in the wings, either to finish their training

or return to active duty. We always work as a team of at least three

as we walk around the town, a different route every night. We start

at around 10.15pm at St. Mary’s, where we help the late-night café

volunteers load a car, then we stock our rucksacks with the items

we need: space blankets, lollipops, flip-flops, bottles of water,

dustpan and brush, torch, tissues, and a two-way radio.

Flip-flops are great when young ladies tire of their gorgeous high-

heeled shoes and take to walking barefooted. Lollipops are another

simple but invaluable asset, which can help to dissipate tensions and

give people a quick sugar boost. The radio is essential when

disagreements look as if they are rapidly deteriorating, and could
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end in a fight. We can quickly call the police – the experts in such

situations. The dustpan and brush are to sweep up any broken glass.

I think the most important thing we have at our disposal, is

ourselves. We can offer a friendly ear, a supportive arm, or a shoulder

to cry on. The conversations that young people have with us during

the wee small hours, are as varied as each individual themselves.

They can range from genuine astonishment about why we are

spending our time helping them, to Brexit, and why did their friend

die at just 20? We accept that we cannot answer every question, but

we can listen, and if appropriate, we can offer to pray with them.

No two nights are ever the same, or in my experience, ever dull.

Sometimes I end the shift thinking I might have made a difference in

the revellers’ lives. Sometimes the impression which they have left

with me, remain in my subconscious for quite a while. What l am

quite clear about, is the mere fact, that we are to be found out of our

cosy beds, on some freezing cold night, demonstrates that we care

for the folk we meet. And we carry the truth in our hearts, and

through our words, that their heavenly Father loves them too.

God bless you, Jo Gribben

A Christmas Prayer

Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may

share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and

the worship of the wise men.

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the

world. 

Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every

greeting. 

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and

teach us to be merry with clear hearts.

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be Thy children,

and the Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful

thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. 

Amen.

Robert Louis Stevenson (1850–1894)
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Suffer the little children to come

unto me

In a sketch called ‘Common Entrance’, by the late, great comic

actor Peter Sellers, the Headteacher of ‘… that great British public

school, Cretinby …’ says to a prospective parent, ‘You may not

realise this Sir, but some of our greatest men started life as

children.’ My Daddy in his failing years once said, ‘Growing old

is lousy’, to which I replied, ‘But it can’t be half as bad as growing

up.’ Now I’m beginning to understand what he was alluding to.

The Old and New Testaments contain numerous references to

children, many of which you will be familiar with; but here is a

puzzle. We were all taught the story of the Feeding of the Five

Thousand at Sunday school, and the little boy with the five loaves

and two fishes. Have you ever wondered why a small boy would

have five loaves with him, on a day out in the country? Well I hate

to disillusion you, but there is no reference to a small boy in any

of the Gospel accounts. (Mat 14:17  Mark 6:38  Luke 9:13)

The title for this piece is taken from the King James bible, where

‘suffer’ is used in its old meaning of ‘allow’, or ‘tolerate’. But it has a

particular poignancy for us today in its current meaning of suffering.

Contemplate this; between January and June this year, 10,500

unaccompanied children reached Italy by sea, 600 drowned –

that’s two a day. Since the crisis around the southern and eastern

shores of the Mediterranean started, 10,000 children have gone

missing across Europe. How many children have we taken into

the UK so far? And just how safe are they?

In our own country, according to the charity Missingkids, ‘…

a child is reported missing every three minutes.’ According to

Childline, there is ‘… a soaring number of children seeking help

for suicidal thoughts…’. In 2015/16, the NSPCC counselled

19,481 children about suicide, that’s one every half an hour.

Girlguiding UK has just reported that 39% of 7–10 year-old girls

believe they are ‘… not pretty enough.’ 57,000 children and

young people were identified as suffering abuse or trafficking,

from other countries or across the UK; this includes sexual

exploitation, benefit fraud, forced marriage, domestic servitude
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(cleaning, cooking and baby-minding.) Even more alarming, is that

the NSPCC estimates for every one of those identified, there are

another eight suffering abuse; that’s nigh on a million traumatised

youngsters being denied a natural family upbringing. Incidence of

self-harming amongst young people is on the increase.

Loughborough University’s School of Sport, Exercise and

Health, recently published a report showing that a third of four-

year-olds have mobility problems: obesity, lack of exercise,

addiction to electronic devices, parental fear of letting children

play out of doors, fear of risk-taking – even the Health and Safety

Executive has said that some of the actions taken by Local

Authorities, schools and children’s services are too extreme. 

Growing old may be lousy, but for many young people,

growing up in 2016 is much worse. The reasons are legion; peer

pressure, bullying, low self-esteem, worries about sexuality,

cultural and racial tensions, money concerns, relationships, and

inappropriate images online, are just some of the problems. So

yes, please suffer the little, and not so little children, who suffer

themselves more than we know. Give more generously to

children’s charities, support the BBC’s Children in Need – it’s never

too late … I don’t need to go on, you get the picture. Remember

suffer has two meanings.

Howard Brayton

The Pet Service

We love going to the Pet Service at Hailey Church. We always

take our cat Dandelion. He is the only cat that comes. He

particularly likes the treats that Rev Neil brings specially for him.

He brings treats for all the animals. All the cats and dogs get

blessed for a happy life. You can bring whatever animal you want.

This year there were lots of dogs, our cat, and a caterpillar as well.

Last year there was a hamster.

Our best bit is at the end when the children take all the dogs

out for a walk – this is really fun because the dogs run and we get

pulled behind. But we also like the biscuits and scones after the

service! We hope you will join us next year.        Millis and Bilbo
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An Inspiring Classroom
The work of Christ Church Cathedral’s 

Education Department

Christ Church Cathedral has, for several years, reached out to local

schools, to encourage them to bring their children to experience

a Christian place of worship, where there is a continuous thread

of faith and service stretching back to Anglo-Saxon times. The first

Christian church was founded by St Frideswide, the patron saint

of the City and the University, whose story is told in the stunning

stained-glass window by Edward Burne Jones. 

The range of experiences and historical themes within our

educational programme has broadened and we have also made a

conscious attempt to focus more on developing children’s

worship, spirituality and their understanding of Christian tradition.

School pupils may have explored their local parish church but,

when they compare the buildings, they notice the differences and

similarities. Our pews and chairs face a different way, but we also

have a pulpit and an east-facing altar. 

It is a real privilege to witness the awe and wonder of the

young visitors as they enter this very beautiful sacred space,

possibly their very first time in a Cathedral.
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Apart from its spiritual impact, which we encourage through

the lighting of a candle and a period of quiet reflection and prayer,

the Cathedral offers a valuable curriculum resource. It serves as a

microcosm of English history because it reflects changes in

worship styles in its very fabric. It was a major medieval centre of

pilgrimage, became part of Oxford University thanks to Cardinal

Wolsey and Henry VIII. It has survived through the Reformation

and the Civil War. Christ Church was home to Charles I and

Parliament met in the Great Hall. The school pupils find climbing

the stairs to the Hall very exciting because the hall and stairs

featured in the Harry Potter films, as the moving staircase and the

Hogwarts dining room!

Another popular period of history which schools come to

explore is the Victorian era because of our links with Lewis Carroll

(Charles Dodgson) who taught maths here and wrote Alice in

Wonderland for the Dean’s daughter, Alice Liddell.

The other areas of the curriculum we can offer to support

include Art, Literacy, Maths, Music, Science and even Latin.

To make the Cathedral more family-friendly, families are now

able to borrow our half-term Explorer Backpacks. These are

available free for young families as they enter the cathedral. We

offer a children’s Head Hunt trail all year round, but during half-

terms, we also offer other trails, such as a Mythical Creatures trail,

a Cathedral Safari, a Remembrance trail and a children’s Prayer Trail.

While we have many overseas visitors and school parties, my

goal is to increase the number of local pupils engaging with the

Cathedral. We have indeed seen encouraging growth over the last

year. Over 1,000 pupils came to visit, to dress up as biblical

characters, or medieval pilgrims, to learn about cathedral life, or

to ‘Grill a Canon’ – a popular secondary option! The number of

Education volunteers has grown from four to 20 and we are still

hoping to recruit more, to support the growing number of school

visits. Many of our volunteers are former teachers and all have had

DBS checks and First Aid and Safeguarding training. 

If anyone is interested to join the Education team as a volunteer,

or to find out more about the Education programme, please contact: 

Jackie Holderness (01865 286003)

jacqueline.holderness@chch.ox.ac.uk.
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Isabella Grace Batchelor was baptised at St Mary’s on 30 October.

Charlie Thomas William Shurey was baptised at St John’s Hailey

on 6 November.

Barnaby Edward James Galloway was baptised at Holy Trinity on

19 November. 

Dylan Teddy Jack Smith and Harris Will Ted Cottrell were baptised

at St Mary’s on 4 December.

Felix Lloyd Davis was baptised at St John’s Hailey on 4 December. 

Baptisms

Helen Tremain and Matthew Galloway were married at Holy

Trinity on 19 November.

Sean King and Kirsty Tinson were married at St John’s Hailey on

19 November.

Matthew Hobbs and Julie Cottrell were married at St John’s Hailey

on 10 December. 

Weddings

Thursday 15 December: Advent Quiet Day. 10.00am–4pm, Congregational Church, Welch

Way, Witney. For further information and to book please contact Revd Joy Hance,

707935.Please bring a packed lunch and a bible. Refreshments served from 9.45am. 

Mayor’s Carol Service, 7.00pm, Friday 16 December, St Mary’s. The Mayor of Witney Chris

Holliday invites all to attend. A collection will made during the service in aid of the church

and the Mayor’s Charity, the Church Bar will be open after the service.

Saturday 24 December: Church Maintenance and Clean at St. Mary’s. If you can help with

the upkeep of hte church from DIY takss, lightbulb changes, general tidying – anyone who

can wield a screwdriver or hoover is very welcome. We start with a Eucharist at 9.30am

and finish off with coffee/tea and doughnuts at about 11.00am.
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Bookends 

Stuck for a present? Might I suggest a couple of books about

children and childhood at Christmas.

Mollie Harris, was known to millions as Martha Woodford

in BBC’s The Archers. Shortly before she died in 1995, she

wrote Village Christmases. It takes us back to her home

village of Ducklington between the wars. It’s a compilation

of seasonal, nostalgic anecdotes, poems, recipes and family

photographs, carol-singing, bell-ringing, her sixpence

pocket money spent on Christmas presents for the family,

a pony trap ride to see her grandparents who lived in the

Lodge of Sherborne Park, Christmas trees, fun in the snow,

and stockings stuffed with apples, oranges and nuts.

Gervaise Phinn was a school inspector

in his beloved Yorkshire Dales, where he

was used to being invited to end-of-term

primary school nativity plays. His 2005

book A Wayne in a Manger is a

delightfully and sensitively observed

collection of 20 reminiscences of such

events. What happens when Mary

drops the baby Jesus? What about the

innkeeper who invites Mary in, but

tells Joseph to get lost? A shepherd

forgets his lines, and one of the Three

Kings misses his cue.

You could of course treat yourself to Gervaise Phinn’s

latest collection, The Virgin Mary’s got Nits, just published

(November 2016); tears of nostalgia, laughter and

poignancy. ‘Out of the mouths of …’

All three books are a sheer delight, that you can just

pick up, dip into, and put down.

Howard Brayton
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‘A Babe is Born I Wys’

It was Christmas Day 1944, wartime, depressing, a hard frost, but

Clun in Radnorshire, had at least been spared the snow. Ruth,

whose baby was due on 6 January, stayed in the cosy little cottage

where she lived with her mother Margaret. Jack, Ruth’s husband,

had signed up the day war broke out and had seen action as a

Royal Marine in Burma, Ceylon, Crete and Egypt. 

Ruth sensed that ‘… things are happening’. Nurse Langslow,

the local midwife, who lived opposite St. George’s church, and

was one of its greatest supports, turned off her Christmas dinner,

and went to the cottage. As Margaret busied herself downstairs,

cleaning the windows inside and out, at half past five on Christmas

afternoon, Ruth was delivered of a baby, called Susan Margaret.

Nurse Langslow weighed the baby by hanging her in her first new

nappy, from a hand-held brass scale.

‘Eight pounds, and everything’s fine. I’m off to evensong at St.

George’s now, but I’ll call in later,’ and she was gone, leaving Ruth

and her mother to offer their own private, heart-felt prayers of

thanks for their special Christmas gift. Later, they heard the strains

of ‘Silent night, Holy night’, wafting up from the courtyard below.

Nurse Langslow had been true to her word, she had returned, with

members of the church choir.

And that’s why at Holy Trinity, after Christmas morning

Eucharist every year, the choir stands around her seat and sings,

‘Happy Birthday Dear Susan.’ 

Howard Brayton, husband
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Congratulations to Michael and

Pauline Lawrence on their Diamond

Wedding Anniversary which we cel-

ebrated at Holy Trinity with cake

and wine. Michael and Pauline met

for the first time at school when they

were five years old, married at St

Peter’s, Marlborough, in October

1956 and are now great grandpar-

ents. A happy tale and we wish you

yet more joyful times together.
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We are relaunching Faith with Spice - the 

group for men in their 20s-40s for 
discussion of faith and life… 

over a curry.

Having had a break, we will begin our 
new programme in September in a new 
venue.

Dates for 2016/17:
25 September 
30 October
11 December - Women’s and Men’s 
groups together
22 January 
5 March
28 May
16 July

7.30pm for 8
The Curry Paradise, High Street

contact The Rev’d Alastair Blaine 
for more information or to book

rev.alastair.blaine@gmail.com
01993 359756
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