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We warmly welcome everyone
to Saint Mary’s Church
in the Parish of Witney.
We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.
Everyone is welcome at this service. If you usually receive
communion please join us - or please come forward to receive
a blessing.
We are four Church of England churches, some large and some
small, serving the town of Witney and the villages round about.
We are here to worship God and to help each other to grow in
faith.
We are committed to living our lives in the love, joy and hope
of the risen Christ.
You can find us in church, in schools, in hospitals, village halls,
supermarkets, nursing homes, up late with the Street Pastors, at
the toddler group... wherever people are.
If you are interested in becoming a part of what is
happening through the church please speak to one of the
welcomers afterwards.
A particular welcome to those who join us for Baptism
this morning, and to all who come to support them.
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The Procession
As the sacristy bell sounds all stand for the first hymn

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;
be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,
be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord;
be thou my great Father, and I thy true son;
be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight;
be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might;
be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower:
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise:
be thou mine inheritance now and always;
be thou and thou only the first in my heart:
O sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art.
High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright sun,
O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won;
great heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be thou my vision, O ruler of all.
Words: Irish 8th century
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional melody
The Greeting

All

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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All

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
and also with you.

The service is introduced and the children are invited to head to their activities.
The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you,
we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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The Collect
Let us pray:

All

Father in heaven,
whose Son Jesus Christ was wonderfully transfigured
before chosen witnesses upon the holy mountain,
and spoke of the exodus he would accomplish at Jerusalem:
give us strength so to hear his voice and bear our cross
that in the world to come we may see him as he is;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
We sit for the first reading, Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14. At the end
This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn
We stand for the hymn
'Tis good, Lord, to be here,
thy glory fills the night;
thy face and garments, like the sun,
shine with unborrowed light.
'Tis good, Lord, to be here,
thy beauty to behold
where Moses and Elijah stand,
thy messengers of old.
Fulfiller of the past!
Promise of things to be,
we hail thy body glorified
and our redemption see.
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Before we taste of death,
we see thy kingdom come;
we fain would hold the vision bright
and make this hill our home.
'Tis good, Lord, to be here.
yet we may not remain;
but since thou bidst us leave the mount,
come with us to the plain.
Words: J Armitage Robinson, 1858-1933
Music: CARLISLE, Charles Lockhart, 1745-1815
The Gospel Reading
We remain standing for the Alleluia which heralds the Gospel,
Luke 9.28-36.
The choir sings first and the congregation then joins in.

All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.
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All

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end
All

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The Sermon

We sit for the sermon.
The Sacrament of Baptism
The candidates are presented to the congregation. Where appropriate, they
may be presented by their godparents.
Our Lord Jesus Christ has told us
that to enter the kingdom of heaven
we must be born again of water and the Spirit,
and has given us baptism as the sign and seal of this new birth.
Here we are washed by the Holy Spirit and made clean.
Here we are clothes with Christ,
dying to sin that we may live his risen life.
As children of God we have a new dignity
and God calls us to fullness of life.
The Priest addresses the whole congregation

All

Faith is the gift of God to his people.
In baptism the Lord is adding to our number
those whom he is calling.
People of God, will you welcome Charlie Michael
and uphold him in his new life in Christ?
With the help of God, we will.

The Priest then says to the parents and godparents
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Parents and godparents, the Church receives this child with joy.
Today we are trusting God for her growth in faith. Will you pray for
him, draw him by your example into the community of faith and walk
with him in the way of Christ?
All With the help of God we will.
In baptism this child begin his journey of faith.
You speak for him today.
Will you care for him, and help him to take his place within the life and
worship of Christ’s Church?
All With the help of God we will.
The Decision
The Priest addresses the candidates through their parents, godparents
In baptism God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous
light. To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life
with him. Therefore I ask:
All:

Do you turn to Christ?
I turn to Christ.

All:

Do you repent of your sins?
I repent of my sins.

All:

Do you renounce evil?
I renounce evil.
Signing with the Cross

The Priest makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of each candidate with
the Oil of Catechumens, saying
Christ claims you for his own.
Receive the sign of his cross.
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All:

All:

Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.
Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ
agains sin, the world and the devil
and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life.
May almighty God deliver you
from the powers of darkness,
restore in you the image of his glory,
and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ.
Amen.
Prayer over the Water

Praise God who made heaven and earth,
All who keeps his promise for ever.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Priest prays over the water:
We thank you, almighty God, for the gift of water
to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life.
Over water the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation.
Through water you led the children of Israel
from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land.
In water your Son Jesus received the baptism of John
and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ,
to lead us from the death of sin to newness of life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism.
In it we are buried with Christ in his death.
By it we share in his resurrection.
Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, in joyful obedience to your Son,
we baptize into his fellowship those who come to him in faith.
Now sanctify this water ✠ that, by the power of your Holy Spirit,
they may be cleansed from sin and born again.
Renewed in your image, may they walk by the light of faith
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and continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord: to
whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be all honour and glory, now and for ever.
All: Amen.
The Priest addresses the congregation
Let us affirm, together with Charlie Michael who is being baptized,
our common faith in God:
The Affirmation of Faith

All

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being
and life, the one for whom we exist?
I believe and trust in God the Father.

All

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human
nature, died for us and rose again?
I believe and trust in God the Son.

All

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life
to the people of God and makes Christ known in the world?
I believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit.

All

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
The Baptism
Charlie Michael, I baptize you
in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Priest smears the candidates with the Oil of Chrism as a sign of the
outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit
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May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, pour
upon you the riches of his grace, that within the company of Christ’s
pilgrim people you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, and
come to the inheritance of the saints in glory. Amen.
The Commission
The Priest explains the tasks of being Godparents and prays for them:
All
All

Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers,
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
Giving of Candle

A candle is lit from the Paschal candle.
God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness
and has given us a place with the saints in light.
You have received the light of Christ;
walk in this light all the days of your life.
All Shine as a light in the world
to the glory of God the Father.

The Welcome

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: Charlie Michael, by one
Spirit we are all baptized into one body.
All We welcome you into the fellowship of faith;
we are children of the same heavenly Father;
we welcome you.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

To crown all things there must be love,
to bind all together and complete the whole.
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. Colossians 3.14-15
The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.
Let us offer one another the sign of peace.
The Offertory Hymn
We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and wine are
placed upon the Altar. The collection is also taken and presented. The bread,
wine and money are all gifts from God and our offering of them back to God is
a sign of the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.
Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendor,
First begotten from the dead,
You alone, our strong defender,
You lift up your people’s head.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus, true and living bread!
Though the lowliest form now veil you,
As of old in Bethlehem,
Here as there your angels hail you,
Branch and flower of Jesse’s stem.
Alleluia, alleluia!
We in worship join with them;
Paschal Lamb, your offering, finished
Once for all when you were slain,
In its fullness undiminished
Shall forevermore remain,
Alleluia, alleluia!
Cleansing souls from every stain;
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Life imparting heavenly manna,
Stricken rock with streaming side,
Heaven and earth with loud hosanna
Worship you, the Lamb who died,
Alleluia, alleluia!
Risen, ascended, glorified!
GH Bourne 1840-1925
ST HELEN George Martin 1844-1916
Prayer over the Gifts
All

We pray together:
Lord, let our congregation be a witness to you:
immersed in scripture,
constant in prayer,
joyful in worship,
generous in giving.
A loving, supportive community
reaching out to those in need.
Accept these gifts we offer, in Jesus name. Amen.
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It is always right to give you thanks,
God our Creator,
loving and faithful,
holy and strong.
You made us
and the whole universe,
and filled your world with life.
You sent your Son to live among us,
Jesus our Saviour, Mary’s child.
He suffered on the cross;
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he died to save us from our sins;
he rose in glory from the dead.
You send your Spirit
to bring new life to the world,
and clothe us with power from on high.
And so we join the angels
to celebrate and sing:
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!

Father, on the night before he died,
Jesus shared a meal with his friends.
He took the bread, and thanked you.
He broke it, and gave it to them, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this to remember me.
After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine.
He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you.
This is my blood,
the new promise of God’s unfailing love.
Do this to remember me.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Father, as we bring this bread and wine,
and remember his death and resurrection,
send your Holy Spirit,
that we who share these gifts
may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood.
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Pour your Spirit on us
that we may love one another,
work for the healing of the earth,
and share the good news of Jesus,
as we wait for his coming in glory.
For honour and praise belong to you, Father,
with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit:
one God, for ever and ever.
All
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Through Christ we receive adoption by the Spirit;
as sons and daughters of God we are bold to say:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom,
the power and the glory
are yours now and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The Priest breaks the consecrated host
All

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in the one bread.
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All

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
grant us peace.
So come to this table
You who have much faith
And you would like to have more.
You who have been to this Sacrament often,
And you who have not been for a long time.
You who have followed Jesus.
And you who have failed. Come.
It is Christ who invites you to meet him here.
Wherever you are in your journey of faith,
You are welcome here at the Lord’s table.

We break the bread for the whole world. We invite all who seek God
and are drawn to Christ, and all who walk the way of faith to come
forward and receive the body and blood of Christ as directed by the
Sidesperson. Or you are warmly invited to come forward for a
blessing – please carry this booklet and bow your head. Gluten free
wafers are available on request.
The Communion Hymn
We sit or kneel for the following
Just as I am, without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come.
Just as I am, though tossed about
With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, I come.
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Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;
Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all I need in Thee to find,
O Lamb of God, I come.
Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come.
Just as I am, Thy love unknown
Hath broken every barrier down;
Now, to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come.
Just as I am, of that free love
The breadth, length, depth, and height to prove,
Here for a season, then above,
O Lamb of God, I come!
The Post Communion Prayer
After a period of silence, we stand with the Priest to pray
All

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

The Notices

We sit for the notices
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The Blessing
We stand
All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

May the Father from whom every family
in earth and heaven receives its name
strengthen you with his Spirit in your inner being,
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith;

All

and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.
The Dismissal

All

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
The Recessional Hymn

O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hand has made,
I see the stars, I hear rolling thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed.
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee:
how great thou art, how great thou art.
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee;
how great thou art, how great thou art.
When through the woods and forest glades I wander
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze.
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And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
he bled and died to take away my sin.
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart;
when I shall bow in humble adoration,
and there proclaim: my God, how great thou art.
© Copyright 1953 Stuart K. Hine
Text: Karl Boberg (1859-1940)
All

Let us bless the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the Eucharist.
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