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Present: Toby Wright (chair), Judith Bennett, Jonathan Brooks, Judy Brooks, Robin Brunner-Ellis, Jill 
Carter, Nicola Carter, Jenny Claridge, Sally Down, Sue Drew, David Exham, Shukrananda Gant, 
Sonia Gooderman, Jean Groves, Geoff Groves, Joy Hance, Nick Hance, Peter Harris, Claire 
Hermon, Steve Holborough, Josie Holmes, Keith Holmes, Jeremy Lasman, Michael Lawrence, 
Pauline Lawrence, Christine Lever, Elpie Lewis, Kate Lockwood, Ann Marsden, Claire Meyrick, 
Ian Meyrick, Jane Mitchell, Tim Partridge, Martin Peirce, Rosemary Peirce, Charles Smith, David 
Taft, Linda Taft, Charlotte Tremain, Bridget Walton, Ness Whiffin, Andrew Whitehouse, Lorna 
Whitehouse and  John Widdicombe + 3 more. 

Apologies: Joanna Collicutt, Cordie Edwards, Anne-Marie Fisher,  Paul Francis, Monica Hester, Ross Meikle, 
Sheena Menon, Chris Riley, Tina Rollings, Mark Thomas, Claire Titcomb and Sally Wright. 

 

Item  

1.1 Jonathan Brooks opened the meeting with prayer. 

2.1 Apologies were received as above. 

3.1 Annual Meeting of Parishioners 
 

Thanks were offered to Charlotte Tremain and Josie Holmes for their commitment and energy. Josie is not 
standing again having completed her term of office.   
Election of Churchwardens 
Charlotte Tremain was re-elected and Jeremy Lasman was elected. 
The meeting of Parishioners closed at 12:15pm 
 

4.1 Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 

Minutes of the meeting held 30 April 2017  
Proposed Shuk Gant, seconded Keith Holmes, approved nem com. 
There were no matters arising. 
 

 
4.2.1 
 
 
 
 
 

4.2.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.2.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reports 
Proceedings of the PCC in previous year 
A report is included in the Benefice of Witney: Year Review 2017 

A lot of time was spent on buildings in 2017. Now that most of the major work has been completed in Holy 
Trinity and Hailey, it is hoped that this will liberate the PCC to be more adventurous with mission and 
evangelism in 2018. 
 

Safeguarding 

 The Safeguarding Policy was reviewed and revised earlier this year, and approved by the PCC. It 
has been adopted across the Benefice including Minster Lovell.  

 The Policy is on the website and a copy is on every church notice board; these particularly tell us 
about procedures should you have a concern about a vulnerable adult or a child.  

 There are Safeguarding Reps in each of the five churches.  

 Alison Spicer, as Parish Safeguarding Officer, is training all church officers using the Diocesan 
training package.  Every officer is required to attend face to face training once every three years.    

 The Council has complied with the duty under Section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline 
Measure 2016.  

 The DBS checking body is changing to APCS.  

 It is suggested that a report on Safeguarding will be included in next year’s Review and on the 
website.  

 Thanks were expressed to Ness for all her work on safeguarding. 
 

Church buildings and furnishings 
Fabric reports on individual church buildings are included in the Benefice of Witney: Year Review 2017. 
It has been a particularly busy year for work on the church buildings for which grateful thanks go to 
everyone involved. 

 The congregation at Holy Trinity remembers Prue Carpenter, whose legacy enabled the 
installation of the new lighting system, along with other donations. 

 The War Memorial ceiling of the chancel at St Mary’s is completed, along with a redecoration of 
the Chancel. Next projects include repairs to the South wall and the floor, and replacement of the 
lighting system. 

 Hailey has completed repairs to the floor and installed a new kitchen.  
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4.2.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.2.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
4.2.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance and Statement of accounts 
A Financial summary is included in the Benefice of Witney: Year Review 2017. The full End of Year 
Financial Statement is available on the website. 

 We are grateful for the tremendous work, commitment and rigour put in by Jeremy Lasman and 
Ian Meyrick on the Parish accounts. 

 There were some historic errors that have been corrected. This is purely an accounting exercise 
between columns in the accounts as the overall balance in the bank is correct, but it makes it 
impossible to make direct comparisons with the previous year’s figures.  

 The figures for income and expenditure are considerably different from usual years because of the 
building projects. 

 Excluding the building work, general income for 2017 was £219k. This is from planned giving and 
donations, Gift Aid, church activities and lettings.  

 £159k of the parish income was from core giving (Standing orders, one off donations and loose 
plate collections).  

 Core giving covered nearly 80% of our costs which is up from approx 70% in 2016. It is 
encouraging to note that all aspects of core giving (standing orders, one off donations and loose 
plate collections) increased in 2017.  

 Income from festivals was £37k which is a less significant part of our income than core giving, but 
the festivals are also important opportunities to engage with the community. 

 Core costs for 2017 were £204k. 

 The Parish share was paid in full last year. This year we’re paying £2k monthly but this can be 
adjusted depending on cash flow and the requirements of the Deanery.   

 The Parish share for 2018 has increased to £109k (£105k in 2016).  

 It is acknowledged that the accounts are not easy to understand. The format is required by the 
Charity Commission. The intention is to include more information in the review next year. 

 Some of the money is held by individual churches for the fabric of the buildings and we are not yet 
in a robust enough position to consider major additional expenditure. However, the current 
trajectory is really positive. 

 

Electoral roll 
St Mary’s           151         (increase 6) 
Holy Trinity        61           (decrease 5) 
Hailey                43           (decrease 1) 
Curbridge          13            
Total                  268         (decrease 1) 
 

It was noted that there are a lot of people in church not currently on the electoral roll. The parish share is 
not greatly influenced by numbers on the electoral roll and it’s good to have a greater representation. The 
electoral roll will be completely revised in 2019. 
 

Rector’s report 

 Thanks were expressed to all those who join in morning and evening prayer, which has continued 
to expand considerably during the year. It is a way to encourage the sanctification of time. Thanks 
also to those who support the weekday Eucharists and other prayer meetings – so vital as the 
heart beat of all we are and do. 

 

To Toby’s colleagues: 

 Thanks to Ness who joined us this year and is adept at getting to grips with the complex system. 
Always willing to rise to a challenge, she has made an immediate impact across the benefice.  

 Thanks to Joanna for continuing to juggle her many roles and responsibilities, even while on 
sabbatical. Following her recent move we are delighted she remains an active part of the ministry 
team. 

 Thanks to Joy for her strong pastoral ministry and prayers for her continued healing after a difficult 
few months of ill health and house moving. Also to Nick who supports Joy in many ways and has 
recently stepped down from his ministry co-ordinating the Late Night Café. 

 Thanks to Sally for her priestly ministry and for her amazing support and graciousness enabling 
Toby to fulfill his calling as rector. Sally’s Spiritual Direction has developed this year and she has 
started her training for birth work. 

 Thanks to Ross for agreeing to come to the parish to serve his curacy. He’s jumped in with both 
feet and already made a great contribution to our common life. 
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4.2.6 
contd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
4.2.7 
 
 
 
 

4.2.8 

 Thanks to Mark Thomas for his wisdom, support, humour and edgy questions. Particular thanks 
for his ministry at the local hospital. 

 Thanks to Chris Howden, who works among us as an ecumenical minister with pastoral 
responsibility and funeral ministry. 

 Thanks to Jonathan for his continued service as a LLM and his regular prayer group for growth 
which is a real blessing to us. 

 Thanks to Shuk and Sonia as part time pastoral assistants supporting the benefice. Sonia is 
getting stuck in with Acorns and pastoral visiting. 

 Last year we also said farewell to Alastair who is now a fully fledged Naval Chaplain. 

 Toby is indebted to the continued ministry of the retired clergy and LLMs who do so much with 
great commitment and enormous skill. It is good to have Tina Rollings join us recently in this 
capacity. 

 Thanks are also extended to the Churchwardens who do an immense amount of work. Josie is 
standing down having undertaken an immense amount of work, ably assisted by Keith, from spear 
heading the Flower and Fabric festival to overseeing the clearance of guttering and the renewed 
roof and ceiling. Toby is hugely grateful for her support, commitment and input of energy through 
some challenging times.  

 Thanks are also expressed to the deputy Wardens. Toby is constantly impressed and thankful for 
your contribution to the parish, which couldn’t function without you. 

 Thanks to Jeremy Lasman and Ian Meyrick and to Toby Morris who has continued to work on the 
accounts. It hasn’t been an easy year but we got there in the end! 

 Thanks to Paul at Holy Trinity and Francis at St Mary’s for their wonderful contribution to our 
liturgy. Thanks too for all who serve in our three choirs and play the organs.  

 Thanks to our Parish Administrator, Michelle who adapts as the role grows. Many people 
comment on the friendly welcome she offers. 

 Thanks to Mandy Studley who continues to support Toby and bring greater organisation to both 
parish and Rector. 

 

There are many signs of God’s Spirit strengthening and leading us onwards as we seek to build and 
proclaim the kingdom of God and explore the call to be a Contemplative, Compassionate and Courageous 
Church. 
Whilst the work on the buildings is important, the real excitement is what is happening with the Living 
Stones, and the mission and ministry silently growing in our five churches. A big thank you to everyone. 
As Paul says in Ephesians, ‘May God be kind to everyone who keeps on loving our Lord Jesus Christ’. 
 

Deanery Synod 
A  Deanery Synod report is included in the Parish of Witney: Year Review 2017. 
Shuk Gant has stepped down from being on Deanery Synod. There are two vacancies on the Deanery 
Synod and Toby expressed the importance of trying to fill them. 
 

Churchwardens’ report 
Thanks go to 

 Toby for his patience and support and the way he whisks us through church years with flair, style 
and enthusiasm; 

 The deputy wardens; 

 Our retired clergy and PTOs, without whom we couldn’t function;  

 Our organists; 

 Michelle in the Parish office; 

 Ian and Jeremy; 

 Keith for all the help he has given to the parish alongside Josie and also supporting her in her role; 

 David and Keith for all the maintenance work they have put into St Mary’s; 

 Jill Carter for making and improving the altar cloths at St Mary’s;  

 All those who hold office or work consistently in the background. Although not mentioned by 
name, their efforts have not gone unnoticed. 
 

Charlotte paid tribute to Josie, who has been a good colleague; reliable, efficient and hardworking and to 
Keith too, who often worked behind the scenes. 
Josie was presented with a rose as a token of appreciation for her time as a Parish Warden. Jeremy was 
congratulated for taking over from Josie. 
Prue Carpenter is remembered as we are thankful for her generous legacy which enabled Holy Trinity to 
complete the lighting project. 
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4.3 
4.3.1 
 

4.3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.3.3 

Elections 

Deanery Synod Two unfilled vacancies 
 

St Mary’s Deputy Wardens Nicola Carter * 
Claire Hermon * 
Kayleigh Lucas * 
Nathaniel Miles 
 

Holy Trinity Deputy Warden Lorna Whitehouse * 
 

Hailey Deputy Wardens Sue Drew 
Elpie Lewis * 
 

Curbridge Deputy Wardens Gary Mulligan * 
 

Holy Trinity 2
nd

 PCC representative  Chris Riley * 
 

Hailey 2
nd

 PCC representative 
 

Curbridge 2
nd

 PCC representative 

Anne-Marie Fisher * 
 

Christine Lever * 
  
* On the PCC  
 

There were no other people nominated for the positions so all those nominated were duly elected. 

4.4 Appointment of sidespersons/welcomers 
The following people were appointed 
St Mary’s Welcomers  
Judy & Jonathan Brooks, Esther Partridge, Matt Barker, Mack McCormack, 
Kate Thomas, Louisa, Millis & Bilbo Nutt, Kay Hall, Josie & Keith Holmes, Shuk Gant, Jacqui Perrit, 
Jane Mitchell  and Kayleigh Lucas 
 

Holy Trinity Welcomers 
Sheena Menon, Richard Van Roon, Ann & Philip McCormack, Pauline & Mike Lawrence,  
Juliet and Roger Curry, Elizabeth & Phil Bloomfield and Lorna & Andrew Whitehouse. 
 

Hailey Welcomers 
Celia Wild, June Corfield, John Haskell, Robin Carr, Beverley & Kristina Painting, Sue & Michael Drew, 
Bill Hickman and Janet Giffen 
 

Curbridge Welcomers 
Gary Mulligan and Betty Hughes 
 

4.5 Appointment of Independent examiners 
The meeting agreed to reappoint Whitley Stimpson Ltd. 
 

4.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any other business 
Sunday School funding at St Mary’s Money is set aside. Expenditure needs to be cleared with Ross in 
advance. 
 

St Mary’s lighting will be discussed by St Mary’s DCC. 
 

Benefice of Witney: Year Review 2017 Please take copies for neighbours and people who are no longer 
able to get to church. Those who take Communion to Residential homes are also asked to take copies. 
 

Website Richard Young has recently been taken over responsibility and it is being updated. 
 

Social media Please inform Claire Hermon of any events or notices that can be publicised. 
 

Jeremy Lasman was invited to say a few words of introduction about himself.  
 

4.7 Date of next meeting 
24 March 2019 
 

 
 
Signed:  ________________________________       Date: __________________________ 


