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Easter Sunday
The Eucharist

Sunday April 20" 2025

10.45am



to Saint Mary’s Church
in the Parish of Witney.

We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.

Everyone is welcome at this service. If you usually receive communion
please join us — or please come forward to receive a blessing.

If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening through
the church please speak to one of the welcomers afterwards.

This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on the stream
please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens.

Upcoming Events
. Saturday 3rd May: Witney Beer Festival, 12 - 7pm

. Saturday 17 May: The Witney Festival of Food & Drink at St
Mary’s from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm



The Procession
As the sacristy bell sounds all stand for the first hymn.

The day of resurrection!

Earth, tell it out abroad;

the passover of gladness,

the passover of God.

From death to life eternal,

from earth unto the sky,

our Christ hath brought us over,
with hymns of victory.

Our hearts be pure from evil,
that we may see aright

the Lord in rays eternal

of resurrection light;

and listening to his accents,
may hear, so calm and plain,
his own "All hail!" and, hearing,
may raise the victor strain.

Now let the heavens be joyful!
and earth her song begin!
Let the round world keep triumph,
and all that is therein!
Let all things seen and unseen
their notes in gladness blend,
for Christ the Lord hath risen,
our joy that hath no end.
Words: S John of Damascus, d. c.754
Music: ELLACOMBE, c18th German Melody



All

All

All

The Greeting

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The service is introduced.

All

Blessing of the Easter Garden

The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; | know that you
are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he
has been raised, as he said.’

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

To you be glory now and for ever.

In your great mercy you have given us a new birth
into a living hope

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
By your blessing, +

may we who have prepared this garden

in celebration of his victory

be strengthened in faith,

know the power of his presence,

and rejoice in the hope of eternal glory.

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.



All

Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Prayers of Penitence

The priest invites us to confession in these or similar words.

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.

Silence is kept.

All

All

All

Like Mary at the empty tomb,

we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Like the disciples behind locked doors,
we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Like Thomas in the upper room,

we are slow to believe.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.



All

May the God of love and power

forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis

We sing together:

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,

we worship you,

we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



All

The Collect

Let us pray:

Lord of all life and power,

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son
overcame the old order of sin and death
to make all things new in him:

grant that we, being dead to sin

and alive to you in Jesus Christ,

may reign with him in glory;

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be praise and honour, glory and might,
now and in all eternity.

Amen

The Liturgy of the Word

We sit for the First Reading, Acts 10.34-43

All

At the end:
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gradual Hymn

Jesus Christ is ris'n today, alleluia!
our triumphant holy day, alleluia!

who did once, upon the cross, alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss, alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, alleluia!
unto Christ, our heav'nly King, alleluia!
who endured the cross and grave, alleluia!
sinners to redeem and save, alleluial



But the pains which He endured, alleluial
our salvation have procured; alleluia!
now above the sky He's King, alleluial!
where the angels ever sing: alleluia!
Words: Lyra Davidica, 1708
Music: EASTER HYMN

We sit for the Second Reading, 1 Corinthians 15.19-26.

At the end:
This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
The Gospel
We stand for the Gospel Alleluia:
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All

All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went
toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to



look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.
He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been
on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a
place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first,
also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the
disciples returned to their homes.
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent
over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the
other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”
She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and | do not know
where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it
was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom
are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to
him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid
him, and | will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned
and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because | have
not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and
your God.”” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I
have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things
to her.

John 20.7-18

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit
The Sermon



The Renewal of Baptismal Promises

As the altar party moves to the font, all stand.

All

All

All

All

All

All

As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from
the dead, we remember that through the paschal mystery we
have died and been buried with him in baptism.

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous
light. To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life in
him. Therefore | ask:

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?

| reject them.

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?

| renounce them.

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and
neighbour?

| repent of them.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?

| turn to Christ.

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?

| submit to Christ.

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
| come to Christ.

May God, who has given you the desire to follow Christ,
give you the strength to continue in the Way.
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All

All

All

Profession of Faith

Brothers and sisters, | ask you to profess the faith of the
Church.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.

The congregation is sprinkled with water from the font, blessed at the
Easter Vigil.

11



All

All

Almighty God,

we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith
with all who have been baptized in your name.

Keep us faithful to our baptism,

and so make us ready for that day

when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Amen.

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,
that you may be rooted and grounded in love
and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.

Amen.

Intercessions

In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ
let us pray to the Father.

The Intercessor may use the response

Lord in your mercy

All Hear our prayer.
And at the end:
Most Merciful God
All Accept these prayers

For the sake of your Son
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

All stand
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The Peace

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,
‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

Alleluia. The peace of the risen Christ be always with you
All and also with you. Alleluia.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
The Offertory Hymn

We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and
wine are placed upon the Altar.

You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, Account
Number 00971626.

There is also a card reader by the North Door,

All that we bring to the altar is a gift from God, and our offering back to God is a sign of
the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.

At the Lamb's high feast we sing
praise to our victorious King,

who hath washed us in the tide
flowing from his pierced side;
praise we him, whose love divine
gives his sacred Blood for wine,
gives his Body for the feast,
Christ the victim, Christ the priest.
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Where the Paschal blood is poured,
death's dark angel sheathes his sword;
Israel's hosts triumphant go

through the wave that drowns the foe.
Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed,
Paschal victim, Paschal bread;

with sincerity and love

eat we manna from above.

Mighty victim from on high,

hell's fierce powers beneath thee lie;
thou hast conquered in the fight,
thou hast brought us life and light:
now no more can death appall,

now no more the grave entrall;

thou hast opened paradise,

and in thee thy saints shall rise.

Easter triumph, Easter joy,

sin alone can this destroy;

from sin's power do thou set free
souls newborn, O Lord, in thee.
Hymns of glory and of praise,
Risen Lord, to thee we raise;
Holy Father, praise to thee,

with the Spirit, ever be.

Words: Latin Breviary Hymn
Music: SALZBERG, Jacob Hintze, 1622-1702
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All

All

All

All

Prayer over the Gifts

Creator of all,

you wash away our sins,

you give us new birth by the Spirit,

and redeem us in the blood of Christ.

As we celebrate the resurrection,

renew your gift of life within us.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord.
Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,

and on this day of our redemption

to celebrate with joyful hearts

the memory of your wonderful works.

For by the mystery of his passion

Jesus Christ, your risen Son,

has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
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earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
In the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,

and according to your holy will,

these qifts of bread and wine

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith
All Christ has died:



Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup

and we thank you for counting us worthy

to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people

and gather into one in your kingdom

all who share this one bread and one cup,

so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,
and all the saints,

may praise and glorify you for ever,

through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
All  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so
we pray:

All  Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
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your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from euvil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Priest breaks the consecrated host

All

All

All

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
Grant us peace.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so here
— please make your way to the altar as directed by the Sidesperson.
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If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited to
come forward for a blessing — please approach the president carrying
this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request.

The Communion Hymn

Most glorious Lord of life, that on this day
didst make thy triumph over death and sin,
and having harrowed hell, didst bring away
captivity thence captive, us to win:

This joyous day, dear Lord, with joy begin,

and grant that we for whom thou diddest die,
being with thy dear blood clean washed from sin,
may live for ever in felicity:

And that thy love we weighing worthily,
may likewise love thee for the same again;
and for thy sake, who dost all grace supply,
with love may one another entertain;

So let us love, dear Love, like as we ought;
love is the lesson which the Lord us taught.

Words: Edmund Spenser, 1552-1599
Music: FARLEY CASTLE (Henry Lawes, 1596-1662)

Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray:

God of Life,

who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son
to the death of the cross,

and by his glorious resurrection

have delivered us from the power of our enemy:
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All

All

grant us so to die daily to sin,

that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out

in the power of your Spirit

to live and work

to your praise and glory.

Amen.

We sit for the notices

The Notices

The Blessing

Please stand for the Blessing

All

All

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The God of peace,

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,

through the blood of the eternal covenant,

make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.
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The Dismissal
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The Recessional Hymn

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son,
Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won.

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;

Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;

let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing;
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. R/

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;

life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife;

make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love:
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. R/

Words: Edmond Budry (1854-1932), 1884; trans. Richard Hoyle (1875-1939)
Music: Maccabeus (adapted from the oratorio by Georg Friedrich Handel, 1685-
1759)

Let us bless the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the Eucharist.
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Join Us

Please support Saint Mary's Witney.

Your contributions make possible our
ministry in liturgy and worship,
community outreach, schoals,
learning, late night cafe, street
pastors, visiting nursing homes and
hospitals and other pastoral care.

For more information please speak to
one of the Ministry Team or
Wardens.

Saint Mary’s is profoundly grateful to
the priests, lay leaders, volunteers,
DCC members and friends whose
unparalleled energy and
determination make thousands of
annual services, programmes and
events possible. Please visit the
parish website and twitter feed to
stay in touch.
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